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DOUBT 



m I P " rl>or 



AND THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 



Doubt a Bugaboo to Religion, and When 
Rationally Exercised a Blessing 
and Benefit to Mankind 



( Liy Ghanning Severance.; 

Over in Basadena, where pious 
people and plutocrats predomi- 
nate, a preacher recently selected 
tor nis sermon that awful crime 
uow so common, known as doubt. 

IJ'iuiit, said he, "is the dev- 
il ot tlie century, and is charac- 
teristic oi the modern mind;" and 
lie proceeded in a 'vigorous ser- 
mon" to condemn it and to pro- 
test, against its existence. 

To the clergy there is no greater 
evil than doubt, because it leads 
to a rejection ot Christianity and 
the twaddle they teach as theolo- 
gians; but no one else can look 
upo:i doubt, when rationally exer- 
cised, as anything but a benefit 
and a blessing to mankind; lor 
doubt, and doubt alone, prevents 
the holding oi foolish ideas and 
the ac ceptance of errors audfdtse- 
iioods tnat would result in noth- 
ing but evil and injury if believed 
in. 

"Doubt," said a uuted writer, 
"is the beginning of wisdom, 
and this lact — for it is a fact- 
is all that is needed to explain the 
enmity and the great hatred 

which the clergy Imv.. l'..r the 
word and its work. Christianity 
cannot thrive and retain its grip 
on men s minds after they begin 
to doubt, for doubt leads to inves- 
tigation, and that invariably 
shows it to be a compound of 
nonsense and superstition, with 
nothing but a faith basis to rest 
on. Christiauity has no evidence 
to support its claims, so it shuns 
investigation and damns the 
doubter who refuses to accept it 
without proof. It has always 
done so, and its founders knew its 
«i akie-ss so wed and the inevita- 
ble effect of doubt, that they de- 
clared in plain words, the doubt- 
er was doomed, but the believer 
would be saved. 

For 1900 years that premium 
has been offered for credulity by 
Christianity, and it still retains 
its place in the holy scriptures af- 
ter numerous revisions, though a 
greater insult to human intelli- 
gence could not be ottered, for 
it is a virtual defense of ignor- 
ance and stupidity. As far as 
known, it is the only religion that 
ever resorted to such indefensible 
methods to perpetuate itself, and 
that one thing is enough to con- 
demn it without going any far- 
ther. To threaten a man with 
the endless torments and tortures 
of hell for daring to think and use 
his reasoning families, is an open 
admission that ignorapce and 
blind belief are the only things 
Christianity eau rely on to keep it 
alive. And they are,— for as 
general intelligence increases, 
that hoary-headed superstition 
wanes and peters out. It cannot 
face the light of reason ami live, 
so it fights every effort made to 
force it to verily its claims. 

If Christianity were true; if it 

rested on soli. I facts that could 

not be impaired by its Opponents, 
it w ould fear I lie doubter no more 

than the mathematician, who 

stands readv to prove any state- 
ment he makes in that depart- 
ment by exael Mienoe, it is true 
that hook-nosed and bald-headed 

.lew. Saint I'aul, who wrote so 
much of the New Testament, and 
has done the thinking for so many 
millions of Christians, 01106 Slid ! 

"Prove all things, and bold Essl 

that which is good;" but such a 

rule has never I n applied to 

Christianity ami never will he 
with the permission of those in 

authority. The man who has de- 
manded proof has always hern 
sat down on, and when the elergj 



reigned supreme, the love of 
Christ that tilled their hearts led 
them to see that the doubter — the 
investigator— was either killed 
or imprisoned. \\ ould ihey do the 
same today / 1 es, it they had the 
power, for nothing exceeds the 
intolerance of the Christian cler- 
gy who think they are instru- 
ments in the hands of God to con- 
trol men s beliels and actions, 
they are so inflated with a sense 
of their own importance in the 
world that they expect the defer- 
ence of all mankind, and when 
any person dares to hold views at 
variance with tlieti-s, they feel in- 
sulted ,aud consequently revenge- 
ful, for the "Christian spirit" we 
read and hear so much about is 
revealed in a desire to rule and 
dominate, and w hen unable to do 
so, to inflict injury of some kind 
on alt opponents. 

Let an unbeliever get into a 
si ru t, y religious community, and 
give expression to his honest 
quickly he 



,-ill 



ed i 



Christ's sake and the good 
iigion. The Christian rehg- 
au no niiore be separated 
intolerance than matter 
the laws ol gravitation, for 
is a natural affinity between 
the two, and they work in perfect 



liar 



ony, 



matuiu of Christianity, whose 
spokesmen are the clergy, and in 
their estimation no punishment is 
to severe for the person who re- 
jects Jesus and their services in 
saving souls. This fact has been 
revealed all through the past, and 
where the clergy have not been 
shorn of their power, they are 
just as tyrannical as they ever 
were. There are lots of people 
who think Christianity is now a 
mild form of love, compassion and 
tenderness, that the old doctrine 
of hell tire is dying out and it is 
mostly a moral force for the up- 
lifting of mankind; but let us 
Hot be deceived by any of its pro- 
tean forms, or its affected meek- 
ness at times, for its real nature 
■ever ehanges, and it only waits 
an opportunity to be as tyran- 
nical as ever. 

If Christianity is really discard- 
ing the doctrine of hell, which it 
is freely admitted is not taught 
anil dwelt upon so much as for- 
merly, will some one please tell 
us what it uow means when it 
talks of saving souls? What is it 
saving souls from, if hell has been 
discarded and the bottOmlOM pit 
no longer yawns for the doubter 
and the unbeliever? 

To talk of saving souls when no 
hell exists to be save from, is to 
talk nonsense, and as every ortho- 
dox church in existence still pro- 

im-ss, this assertion alone is 
enough to show that hell has not 
been relegated to the region of 
discarded things, if its reality and 
its horrors are no longer depleted 

as vividly as they QO0C were. 

is no; ' the Bible yet the word 

of Cod to all Christians, and does 
not the book assert what it alwavs 
did in regard to hell-fire and 
brimstone.' Sure, Mike, and the 
doctrine of hell cannot be dis- 
carded until the Bible itself is re- 
jeeted ; so it causes not only a 
sense of extreme weariness, but 
itTODg disgust, when told that 
"intelligent clergymen" no long- 
er believe in that place or teach 
the doctrine it embodies. 

Kvn-y preacher who baptises >• 

• sii r" does so to save him 

from the agonies ol hell tin- after 
death, whether he says so in 
plain language or not ; and every 



victim of fear and delusion that 

be sprin k les or Immerses thinks 

he is being made immune to that 
awful punishment which is to be 
visited on those who doubt and 
fail to be baptized. 

Christianity means what it al- 
ways meant, and to disconnect it 
from hell and its horrors is to 
destroy it as a religious system 
or institution If hell is a myth, 
as some people admit who call 
themselves Christians, then the 
death and crucifixion of their 
Jesus was a needless sacrifice, as 
no necessity cau be seen for that 
supreme tragedy in his career, 
so to ueuy hell and to reject a 
ueiiei in it, is to cease to be a 
v^nristian, ior one must swallow 
tlie whole rotten mess, or he drifts 
into that state ot unbelief charac- 
terized as infidelity. 

So let us not forget what Chris- 
tianity really it, nor be side-track- 
ed with the idea that it is now a 
system of moral suasion to make 
men better, in which the fear of 
heh plays no pari. When a be- 
lief in hell goes, Christianity goes 
also, for the whole structure is 
ouilt up with thai as its basis. 

No one knows this better than 
the clergy; and to perpetuate 
their graft, to continue their bus- 
iness, they must prevent doubt if 
possible, and keep society mental- 
ly inactive on questions that les- 
sen faith and destroy confidence 
in their teachings. The decay of 
i hristianity begun with the ap- 
pearance of doubt, and its death 
will eventually result Irom it, the 
same being only a question of 
time; and though the ciergy tight 
against and strive to hold it in 



nnot 



vent the inevitable end. While we 
can, not reasonably suppose that 
the end is very near, for all su- 
perstitious die hard and require 
much time, we can and do see its 
sure and gradual decrease iu 

So let every doubter express his 
doubts and hasten the good work 
by impairing faith wherever pos- 
sible in the most foolish and ab- 
surd religion ever known, as well 
as the most cruel and fiendish in 
its doctrines and predictions. 

HAS ADAM AND EVE A 
NAVEL? 

(By Andrew J. Boyer.j 
1 do not know when this qucs 
tion was first submitted, but sup- 
pose it is as old as the absurd 
story of creation itself. 

improper or foolish one, and can 
not be brushed aside by declar- 
ing it silly. It is a physico query 
and as such demands attention. It 
is a scientific tact that "every 
placenta] animal, including man, 
that is born living from a moth- 
er's womb bears externally the 
distinct sign of its former phy- 
sical connection with the mater- 
nal organism iu the form of a 
navel." 

Before the advent of modern 
scientific research, heated con- 
troversies srose over this question 
of a navel for Adam, among the 
early Christians, If Adam had a 
navel, then he must have had a 
mother, and hence could not have 
been the first man. If he had no 
navel, the opposition contended, 
then hS was no man. llow 
thoughtless in the All-wise Jeho- 
vah not to have settled this ques- 
tion at the time he made Adam ! 
Certain it is, the writer of the 
story failed to explain it, and so 
the matter has come down to us 

Science, of course, waves it 



promptly aside 
swoop banishes 



id at 



fell 



it i 
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Liter eou.cnding with Peter at 
the goideo gate for some time, the 
bolder of tne keys propounded to 
new-comer a question which 
Peter imagined could not be solv- 
ed by the iankee; yet upon its 
solution depended his entrance 
through the pearly gates. Peter 
proposed to line up the saints and 
let them pass the Yankee in re- 
view, and if he succeeded in 
pointing out which were Adam 
and Eve, he would be admitted to 
the happy throng. The Yankee 
accepted and the mar ch began. 
The keen e ye of the seeker for ad- 
mission goon pointed out the two 
antique ancestors of mankind. 

i'eter wonderingly inquired 
how he did it. "I saw they had 
no belly-buttons," replied the 
1 ankee, and he was duly allowed 
to enter the heavenly city. 

Hut the question to mortals still 
remains: Had Adam and Eve a 
Navel? 

\\ Mhington, 1>. C. 

IGNORANCE~AND~SUPERSTI- 
TION. 



(Liy a E. Johnson.) 

If we are on the bright side of 
life and are interested in our- 
selves, neighbors and friends, we 
want peace, happiness and love. 
We wan! progress and advance- 
meir soeially and politically. We 
want a better world to live in. 

Hut if we are on the dark side 
of life, we are apt to blame God 
for our bad luck,— our misfortune 
— and just say, "It is God's will." 

We get down-hearted, wretched 
and miserable; we pray God for 
mercy, for help, but the answer 
never comes. Probably if we had 
been devoting our time to some- 
thing useful, needful or beneficial 
while praying to an 
God, we would come 
getting that which we did not re- 
ceive from Cod. 

This idea of God, a supernat- 
ural God, born on the banks of 
t'i Nile in the savage brain of 
primitive man, is the greatest 
curse and draw-back of civiliza 
tion and progress today. It was 
curse and draw-back of civiliza- 
tion, and the enemy of progress 
up to today. 

This idea of God, little as it 
may sound, is the bloodiest name 
ever penned by mortal man. Ev- 
ery war of importance in the be- 
ginning of history up to now. 
with all the horrors of shot and 
shell, sword and bayonet, blood- 
shed and violence, have been di- 
rectly or indirectly caused by this 
idea ol Cod. Millions of lives 
have been lost, rivers of blood 
bays been shed, countries have 
been destroyed, until this old 
world is nothing but a clotted 
hall of blood, whose outer edge is 
s.ill not dry from the cruel butch- 
eries of the Jewish massacres by 
( 'hristians in Ku>sia. 

Religion, Cod, Ignorance and 
Superstition is a cruel hydra- 
headed monster, which for thou- 
sands of years has been the enemy 
to intellectual progress. Wher- 
ever it has dragged its slimy, ill- 
smelling carcass, it has left dev- 
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ut during the 
hristisn super 



cruelties mid 
whence it came— back to the 
banks of the turbid waters of the 
mighty Nile and bury it. never to 
he resurrected agnin. 

May the unforgotten past be a 
lesson to the coming generations 

| to push Onward and upward, and 
may the progress of civilization 
be one grand march of all hu- 

< inanity. 

Madill. Okln. 
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ncils of the 
early church, and many bitter 
quarrels arose over it. Like all 
other difficult eeclesiaetieal con 
trovcrsics. it was finally decided 
by the Pope, who declared the 
question Impious, and ordered its 
discussion by the faithful to be 
discontinued. Hut it was never 
settled, ami still remains a moot- 
ed question among churchmen. 

Did you ever hear the story of 
how an ingenious Yankee gained 
admittance into the realms of 
bliss by mean, of this question'? 



Joined 20 Churches in One Week. 

San Jose, Calif., Feb. 21. -Al- 
ien Nier. of San Francisco, has 
joined 20 churches here in a 
week, and swindled the pastor 
of each of them on the p]es thai 
he had just moved into the eHj 
ami was destitute. 

Nier was arrested and tin 
preachers all seem willing to for 

give him, 'nit todav when lie eon 
tided to the police that "tlv 



REASONS 



WHY HE IS AN INFIDEL 



Holy Writ Contradicts Itself, and Therefore 
Cannot be .True 



lehe 



earns indignant and stony-heart- 
ed. As a result. Nier will have 
to stand trial tomorrow. 



(toy E. C. Johnson.,) 

1 have numerous reasons for 
DOing an infidel. Jbirst, because 
uhs lloly Writ or Holy liot con- 
tradicts itself, and that which 
contradicts cannot be true. Next, 
it does not agree with Astronomy, 
lieoiogy, Geography, .Uathemai- 
lcs auu History. 1 do uot know 
when it was written; 1 do not 
know who wrote it, or when it 
ivus written, ft has been revised, 
re-wriUen and translated, parts- 
rejected and accepted, untii it is 
a conglomerated mess of Wurto- 
LOBI reXUSSj which should go in the 
waste basket. 

1 do not believe miracles, for 
nature docs not pertorm miracljs. 
-S cither can a man perform mir- 
acles such as changing water to 
olood, stones to bread, raising the 
dead to life, and hundreds Of 
other unbelievable things that 1 
might mention, but it hardly 
worth Whin to do so. 

1 otteu wonder why intelligent, 
men and women believe such too) 
isliness, such idiotic nonsense. 
W hy it is 1 can not tell, unless it 
is the lack of courage or knowl- 
edge, tf you will sit up and take 
notice of Christian hypocrisy, of 
the ignorance and superstition 
that has enwrapped the world lor 
t wo thousand years, of the bloody 
wars, of the cruel persecutions 
performed in the name of Christ- 
ianity, you will see that 1 have 
reasons for being an Infidel. 

To those who accept the entire 
Bible as the literal word of God, 
1 would point out that it is no- 
where so stated. Christ tore asun 
der tlie Uld Testament precepts, 
the law of Moses, and furnished 
new ones. Where the Old Test t- 
DMmt directed men to hate their 
enemies, the teachings of Ch'. st 
were to love one's enemies. 

is it not a fact that God was 
in the habit of punishing the 
wrong parties,' Why did God 
kill the child that Uriah's wife 
bore unto David instead of pun- 
ishing the guilty parties/ 

You say you believe that there 
is a future life. Spiritualist say 
they kuow there is. Why not go 
to them and have it demonstrat- 
ed, or do you value belief above 
knowledge? 

The reason I would not make 
a good Christian is, that I would 
be asking such questions as the 
following : 

Was it uot a mean thing in Cod 
to put Jacob's hip out of joint in 
a wrestling match? 

Was it not a mean thing in God 
to kill I'zza while trying to do 
God a kindness? 

Was it good in Cod to slay 
fifty-four thousand people with- 
out just cause,' Could the devil 
have done worse',' 

Was it not a mean and cruel 
idea Cod had in making man ami 
then making the devil with I 
s longer will-power thatt man? 

If Cod is all-powerful, all wise, 
so kind and true, why did he 
make man and a devil, with a hell 
of tire and brimstone to send his 
soul to eternal, cruel, miserable 
-utVering 1 

My dear readers, would you 
send your own children to hell 
when it was in your power to 
avert it? Oh, no; a thous " 

ti s no. would be your answer. 

, Yet that is just what orthodox 
Christianity teaches thai Cod 
will do with his owu shiklrcn, 

Do you call this justice, kind- 
ness, love and mercv, or have 
you lived in the caves of ignor- 
snoe with the owls and bats ol 
superstition, until your .(linker 
has become befogged and cob- 
| webbed,- until your life is i bur- 



densome load of misery and fear, 
afraid some little act Will cauae 
you to miss climbing the "goldou 
stairs I ' ' 

Deai' feUowmen, if you are so 

imprisoned, throw oil a.o yoke of 
cruel, despotic Christianity and 
step out into the beauLiful sun- 
lignt of reason and truth, and 
nerald the new day, the new era, 
the new civilisation, with the ban- 
ner of freedom, happiness and 
love. 

The fear of hell causes more 
misery than the hope of heaven 
produces joy. this awfal wrong, 
this cruel injustice of fear and 
misery tnat has been practiced on 
the human race for four thousand 
years, should be stamped out, and 
buried on the bloody battle tields 
of the misty past. 

Madill, Ukla. 



PATERNALISM 

In the January ifth issue of the 
tiiue orass uiaue, a. correspond- 
ent, in an answer to an attack on 
socialism, says: 

"When we shall have adopted 
.Socialism in this country of ours, 
there will be no more capitalists 
wanting houses buiit. It will be 
a government then that will pay 
the carpenters for the erection of 
our homes. " 

1 fail to find anything that 
might lead to such an opinion in 
the last Socialist platform, and 
doubt if there is at present any 
such program contemplated. The 
Socialist 1'arty has adopted the 
initiative and referendum, and 
the right of recall; therefore, it 
is quite impossible to declare just 
what program will be put in effect 
when Socialism shall have been 
adopted. Changes are from time 
to time made in the ideals, as the 
majority of the party may decide. 
In this respect, Socialism may be 
seen to be far inferior to Christ- 
ianity, for the latter stands stout- 
ly on the platform: "Thus saith 
the Lord. Believe or be damned." 
This relieves the followers from 
anything in the line of brain aef- 
fort, and reuders presumptuous 
the very suggestion of progress. 

But Socialism has "Thus saith 
the Lord," and is susceptible to 
very much change as the years go 
by. Made up to a large extent of 
the working people, a people who, 
linos the beginning of history, 
have been kept in ignorance that 
they might be duped and enslav- 
ed, it would be strange if they did 
not, with victory iu sight, enter- 
tain mauy extravagant and im- 
practical ideas. If the building of 
jes for everyone by the gov- 
ueut actually be a part of the 
program, as the B. C. B. eorre- 
■pondene implies, it will serve 
to illustrate. 

The great aim or object of So- 
cialism is to do away with wage 
slavery, or the present practice 
of paying the workers only a 
fractional part of what they pro- 
duce. If this practice cau be 
abolished, and it can, it must be 
admitted that it will do away 
with much of the poverty and 
misery. It would uot do away 
with all of it, for mm would still 
have the privilege of being 
tramps, drunkards or beggars. 
The only difference would be that 
they would not be FORCED into 
being any of these, as many are 
at present. 

Nothing can be more irration- 
al than the saying: ' The remedy 
for poor government is more 
government." The race has tried 
all degrees of government,— 
Continued on I'age 4.) 
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Ghfcoal WM .ailed Iv-hiah 

In sponUiiii: "I IVruv- 
isae' Trinity, the R«T, Father 
AeO«U says what I 

A. "It is at i -inge tha' Ihl 
devil after his ■■nan hats 

tor the throe images signified the 
Father sad Lord, sun. Hm Sou 

Sum. ami the 
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126-128 Uorth Limestone Street. 



A That the tlcvil, by his in- 
fernal ami obstinate pride 
(whereby ho always pretends to 
OUke himself God) ltd steal nil 
he could from truth, to employ it 
in his lying and deceit. 

(j. -The statue of the principal 
deity of the New tirauadian In- 
dian* bad "three beads en one 
body" and was understood to be 
what I 

A.— Three persons with one 
heart and one will. 
(I The mythology of the 
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Daring Attempt 
to Steal Blade 

Rival Sheet Purloins Our 
Mail List and Marks 
Papers Accord- 
ingly 



THE BIBLE 

IH f tri MJuA I tu 

(% Joel m. sVijr.) 

Alter ■ caret til Mad] it |h ' Bible 
or the inspired word ef <l»d, as it is 
iiillid, tor over sixty years, we huve 
loaf ajro MM to Mm MMMMMHM that 
no being we could honestly call a 
god ever spoke, wrote or inspired any 
other being to write a word in I he 
book. 

thai of man to suppose tliut he did. 
Man needs help (j,,d never. The Uod 
we love, admire and believe in is 
one who is eapable of helping him- 
self, and in ease anv help is needed, 
it is I that needs the help, not Uod. 

inkind) 



oahir. 



unci revengeful a being for ns In put 
our trust in. At one lime he would 

s n to be all rig-lit ; then, in a jiffy 

as it were, he would seem to b all 
«m>Hf. Too lluetmiling entirely lor 



would not be god-Mho. So I lie lies 
and nil we MM |iossiblv do with on 

meal qmoM of 8od«i HMi mm 

Mihle writers, is to discard them nil 
mid make a lot In suit film 



The Blade Is Yel Alive. 

SYCAMORE, Kansas. The 
Mode is yet alive and is footing 
better the longer it lives. You 
are the right man in the place. 
".May yon live long Mod pros- 
per!" is my wish, and to help 
keep Mm wolf from the door 1 en- 
elOM td.,00 to advance my sub- 
subscription another year. I am 
greatly BPeonrsged at the out- 
look for PreethOQffhl tad Social- 
ism. From your friend— J. F. 
MAYO 



That all the people of the 
MUtfc worshipped a Triad God. 
j Q.-What did the harned Tho- 
mas Maurice imagine concerning 
MM universal mystery of the Trin- 
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ADVERTISING RATES. 



■ 15.00; one year, 18.00. 



term for which the subscription has 
been paid up In advance. The address 
•lip on t .e paper will show subscribers 
th« date of expiration oC subscrip 
Back numbers or numbeis omitted 
be sent, If asked for upon renews 
case of discontinuance. 

SHOULD ANY SUBSCRIBER change 
or her address, advise this office, giving 
ooth old and new -ddress. as desired 

THE OFFICE of publication of the Blade 
Is at 126-128 North Limestone Street 
Lexington, Kentucky, to which all Free- 



ADDKESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TU 
JAMES E. HL'tJHES, Box 393. Lexlng- 
on, Kentucky. 



BIBLE CLASS QUIZ. 

Tin Philosophical Bible. Class 
Book, ' Bible -Myths and Tbeii 
i'arailjii ;u Other Religion:;,' L«j 
Boan,'. The Class lteader . rat 
reads the lesson ior the day , then 
the yuiz MMteX begins the Mem- 
ory Training of the class. I he 
reader silently follows the I'uiz 
in tlie text. The yuix. ilasl-.-r, af- 
ter receiving a satisfactory ans- 
wer in substance, reads the ansvv jr 
in the (juiz. If a question has 
been put to three members of the 
class without a satisfactory reply, 
the reader without request, pro- 
ceeds to read that portion of the 
text covered by the question. The 
question is then Ogata put to the 
class, etc. 

Singing: Cosnian Jlyum lit ol« . 

Lesson for March 6, 1910. 

"The Ti.uity,, Chapter XXXV, 
from page JTb to BUM] p| il.e 
Chapter. 

Question— In the St. Peters- 
burg .Museum can be 0MB a medal 
showing the Trinity in Unity by 
the Tartars. Please describe the 
medal. 

Answer— It represents a triple 
god seated on a lotus. 

O..— How was <'n Trinity in 
Unity represented even on the re- 
motest islands of the Pacific 
Ocean ? 

A. — By God the Father, Cod 
i he Son, and a bird. 

Q.-Describe the ancient and 
Peruvian Trinity. 

A. — Tezeatlipoehtle and Tlaloc, 



Xoali. or to Abraham, or to sonie- 
' body else. 

0. -After the followers of 
the Christ Jesus had made hiui a 
god, did they venture to declare 
i. in. as "Cod himself iu human 

A. — Not until I long time after. 

y. — Who was the hrst one 
promulgate the opinion that Jesus 
i Nazareth, "Son of God," was 
the second principle in the Deity ? 

A. — Justin Martyr, a Christian 
convert of the second century. 

Q. — The passage in 1 John, v:7, 
which reads thus: "For there 
are three that bear record in hea- 
ven,— the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost, and these three 
are one," is what? 

A.— One of the numerous inter- 
polations which were inserted in- 
to the books of the New Testa- 
ment many years after these 
books were written. 

y. — Do all preachers know 
that the foregoing passages are 
forgeries, willful and wicked in- 
terpolations? 

A. -Yes. 

Q. — The mysterious Triad, or 
Trinity, were agitated where? 

.—In the philosophical and 
Christian schools of Alexandria, 

Kgypt. 

Q. — Did the Trinity mystery 
tve any part in the established 



We print lielow a letter that is simply ■ sample of many we 
■ceive. It indicates very clearly the extent to which the effort 
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no arrangement with any paper to till any unexpired subscriptions. 
Subscribers who are iu arrears for subscriptions to the Blade owe 
the Blade and no one else. The Blade refuses to be stolen. You 
may stab us in the dark, but you shall not kidnap us outright. Read 
thtt letter. 



AlcCo.NNKLsviLLE, O., February 14, 1910. 

Bro. Hughes: 

This is ground hog day, and like him 1 am in my hole. Now, 
Brother Hughes, I have a little something to say to you, and it is 
this : Mr. Charlesworth sends me his paper. 1 did not subscribe for 
it at all, but on the wrapper he has May, '09. Now, that was the 
time my subscription for the Blade was up. Xow I owe the Blade 
not him. Am I not right I I end 



be blamed 

we refuse 

changeable 



of the most furious, rc- 
roattj the world over heard 
we, as intelligent SSiBgS| 
mil call il heretics been list- 



ed 



Jus 



I he : 



and not 1 
from you please. 



right < I enclose wrapper. Let me hear 
J. H. W. 



A.— No. 

Q.— When did the Christians 
adopt the Trinity I 

A.— At the Council of Nice and 
Constantinople. 327 A. D. 

Q. — Where did the Trinitarian 
controversies first break out? 

A. -In Egypt. 
— What position did Arius of 
Alexandria, hol.l in regard to 
the Sonship of the Trinities? 

A. — That there was a time, 
when, from the very nature of 
sonship, the Son did not exist, 
and a time at which he commenc- 
ed to be. asserting that it is nec- 
essarily a condition of the filial- 
relation that a father must be 
older than his son. 



The Gospel of Paul in our pres- 
ent system seems to take the lead. 
It is claimed to liave appeared in 
the hrst century. Then there was 
a man named .warciou. a follower 
of Paul, who wrote a Gospel. He 
was S native of biuope, a town of 
Asia Arnior, on the South shore 
oi the lilack Sea. 

1 couid till pages with the 
names of the ditiereut Gospels 
then extant, but space will not 
permit it here. However, I will 
give the incidents of some of 



uheuj 



the lust 



-The 



of N 



Gj 
posed 

Trinity, an, I set forth 
or creed, and attached to it 
anathema. Please state the w< 
ing of this anathema. 

A. -The Holy Catholic i 
Apostoiie Church anathematizes 
those who say that thoro w:.s n 
time when the Son of God was 
not, and that, before he was be 
gotten, he was not. and that, In 
was made out of nothing, or out 
of another substance or esse 
and is created, or changeable 

alterable 



history is donn tlie Uaptist. lie 

comes preaenug in tae v* lider- 

uess oi Ju tea, out docsn t say a 
word or even mention tlie name oi 
any desus oi Aazaretn. The Uos- 
"l^jpei account ol itie death of Jonn 
J ilie naptist is this: In .Matthew 
I and .warK, it is related that the 
the aSBghter ot Ucrodius danced be- 
u formula i l01c ' Jlorod > ami u « wa » *° well 
1 ! pleased that lie ottered her any- 
thing she would ask. She con 



HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS OF 
CHRISTIAN TEACHINGS 



.el M. Perry. | 



suited her mother, and they re- 

i lie head of John the liaptist on 
a charger. The King sent for him 
and had him beheaded on the 
spot. "Pretty good for the girl, 
hut rather rough on the preach- 



i hit 



left. 



I othei 



hi 



right 

Q.— In 1646, Bishop DON Bar 
tholomew de las Casas sent an 

. . I, Mastic, Francis Hernandez, to 
the Indians, with a catechism of 
what he was about to preach. 
What did he write to the Bishop 
the year following: 

A. — That the Indians believed 
in the Cod who was in heaven, 
that this Qod was the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, and 
that the Father's name was Yzo- 
na, the Son Baeab, who was born 
of a virgin, and that the Holy 



The next character is Christ 
himself. He is said to have been 
begotten of a virgin, by the over- 
shadowing of a Holy Ghost. This 
event does not appear to have 

been mentioned in either heathen, 
Jewish or Christian history until 
more than a hundred jrosrs after 

it is said to have taken place. 
Paul, who had already laid the 
irs before onr I foundation of the Christian struc 
of Christian ture, seems to have known noth 
toaahing appeared, the world was in t? " f rithor Christ or his teach- 
flllod with Gospels and Bibles of' 



Hundn 



i kinds. 

•o.ic. pt i, 



Chris; and .Mirac- 
md births 



sent 



system of Biblical teachings, all 

they had to do was to copy from 
some of the original writings. I 
fail ha find one statement in our 
present Bil 



I can fin 



edel 



for it 



irospels written 
thousand years before its time. 



Many attempts have been made 
to Write the life of Christ, but it 
is a diflenU undertaking for any 
one to write up the history of a 
man who says. " I and my lather 
are one;" "He that, sooth me 
hath seen the father," etc. 

Writing up the history of Gods 
is more than we .-an attempt, or 
even a man of whom his p ar e nt 

age and age at time of death wan 

in donbt The very thought of 



giving the history of 
ing un immaculate or miraculous 
omh is simply ridiculous. W< 
will let the ministers do that. 

.Next iu line comes tlie Apostl 
Paul. thousands of volume 
have been writteu concerning tins 
man. That he was the oi 
did the worn is mauitest 
these wonderful epistles \ 
in the hrst century, and which are 
still extant, the most of which are 
at tlie present day considered gen- 
uine; and in ease any genuine 
writings are to be found in the 
iHb.e, it is our opinion that those 
of Paul come in first We like 
Hi. in I. . cause Paul doesu't claim 
to have writteu them under in- 
ipiration of any one but himself, 
lie says: "iliat which 1 speak 
1 speak it not after the Lord." 
He also tells us that en one occa- 
sion, he tells a lie in order that 
the grace of Cod might the nit 
abound. But that is nothing, 
all ministers are liable to do that. 
Of the life of Paul, we know but 
little. It is stated by one writer 
that Paul was seven times 
prisoned, and according to the 
Christian fathers, was martyred 
at liouie A. D., b7 or 0'8. 

One of the earliest Christiai 
writings was the Acts of Paul an. 
Thecla. It was a romance. Thecl 
who was engaged to be married, 
had heard Paul preaching from 
an upper window; fell in h 
with hjbn; deserted the fori] 
lover, and followed Paul. She 

beoame a devoted christian, and 

finally a martyr. She was held in 
high esteem by the Christian Fa- 
thers. 

Another interesting story is 
presented of Paul and Perpetua. 
She sees him dragged through the 
streets ..I' Bome iii irons; had 
compassion on him, and wept bit- 
terly. Paul aslo-d her for her 
handkerchief. She gave it and it 
is h.ad. 



had In 

ohief i 



Th 



l.lkrl 



1 am the Lord ; I rhiinjic not." (See 
Mai. 3:fi.) Then will right away 
say. When fore, tlie l^.rd God of 
Tsrncl sayeth. "I snid indeed that 
thy house nnd the house of thy fath- 
er should walk before me forever. 
But now the Lord saveth. 'B? it far 
from me." (See 1st Snni. 2:30-31) 

If the above was the only instance 
in the Bible, it would be sutlicient to 
destroy confidence of any honest, un- 
prejudiced person in their estimate 
of an unchangeable God. Then, in 
SBSSMag of his mercy and kindness, 
"The Lord is very pitiful 
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pity, 



spare, tier have nierev, but destroy 

era." (Jer. 13:14.) 

Which one of the above are we to 
believe, if either? Neither one for 
us. 

One writer will stale that he has 
sien (lod face to face, while another 
will state that no man hath seen Uod 
at any time. One will say that tio.l 
is a material being; another that he 
is a spirit. Does Qod employ 



rite 



mtn 



diet himf Verily, we say no! 
don 'I sharge any being we could 

Qod with falsehood <>r deception, tint 
we .1.. ehatge the writers of the Bible 
with lying about God most shi 
lessly. 

We find the same thing repeated 
when we come to the New Testament. 
The writers would try to make it ap- 
pear that it was Jesus himself who 
was doing the talking, while the truth 
is MS don't find either the n 
Lord, God or Jesus signed to a word 
in the book ns author. Ws look up- 
on both the Bible Qod and Jesus as 
being nothing more than myths, 
though in the case of Jesus there 
may have born a person whom they 
tried hard to make believe was some- 
thing more than mortal and n Savior 
of men, but when it comes his turn 
to die, he objects strenuously, and 
could not even save himself, let alone 
saving others. 
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nded that Congrrens a 
delegate. It Is an account of travel and 
sonal experiences that hat received 
universal e 



of priestly fiction are r 



m.VE GRASS BLADE, 



Charles Chilton Moore. 

When a young man the author had 
started out to walk through the Holy 
Lands on foot. Reaching Paris he gave 
up the Journey and returned home. He 
made the trip by rail and boat about 
three years before his death. This book 
gives an account of what he saw and 
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, Ueds, Sons of God, ua.l Sav 
he world. The world has been 
f them from th? earliest age*, — 
if them today; but we have 
-arn that just one poor s»uil 
• been saved through their 

th.-y make a BtSrfsl mistake 



. full 



No dei 
rill con 



persoi 



raised to lift- again alter the breath 
has left the body. Nature's inviola- 
ble laws are never vinlale.l. Se they 
MS) as well decide at once to look 



up i 



Th 



Mil I 



f Nazareth again on this earth. 
It is stated in the Bible that if a 
Staphs! be deceived, "I, the Lord, 
bath dec.-iv .1 him." (See Eze. 14:9) 
And as many as 400 prophets arc 
suid to have bepn deceived at one 




King> 



ii.1 



Wh 



And he said, I will go forth and b> 
a lying spirit in the mouth of all his 
prophets." The Lord told him to go 
and that he should prevail also. (See 
1st Kings, 22d chapter. 

Now in the face of such leaching 
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irned bloody. When 
she received it. her other eye 
was restored, She was thrown 
into prison, and finally with a 
peal stone tied to her n.-.-k, was 
thrown over a great preeipic 
raed. "Paul had be I 
luck with his lovers." 



for truth going t<. 
ve it all and call it the Inspired 
Word <.f (i. d? Some might do it, but 
for our part, we would not dare d< 
it, for in that eSSI we MOOld be eharg 
lag the verv js-rson we call the Ood 
ol' Truth with deception and lies. 



Th. 



prophets, is il not likely that he do- 
eeivSI i lie other writers of th. Bible 
also. No being that we could honest- 
ly .nil a (J,„I bns ever deceived or 
mistreated one of his subjects. That 
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ies Birthday 



.•..>j.:>TTA, O.— Our eliMBitl 
I mm baettog iOM piace J in -i 
J .avii one of our town papers 
published the program aa reqoeet 
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ild Uood Pro- 
gram l*reeented at Public Meet- 
ing." The Kegis.er-Leader re- 
peated the program aud said, A 
lair-si/.ed erowl ftll presem and 
greatly enjoyed til a iiiU»r'j#tmg 
program, it had a tine little ed- 
ltonai about it being the birthday 
"'of two oil America's uoted men, 
Thomas i'aine, the distinguished 
patriot, and William ALcKiniey, 
soldier and statesman, late i'resi- 
dent of the United Stales." (I 
had told the editor to be suiv 10 
mention Air. .WcKiniey, as tne 
people might forget him, wada 
There was no doubt about their 
n numbering Pain.) The edit- 
ors went on to sav I hat Paine 
memorials of different kinds were 
being held all over the land. 

The audience was much larger 
than could have been expected, 
and nearly half were strangers to 
DM, which proves that it pays to 
have the celebrations public. 

.Miss Flossie Keed touched the 
hearts of the audience with her 
songs, "Far Away," and the al- 
ways popular "Old Kentucky 
Home.' IShe was accompanied 
on the piano by Jura. Fletcher, 
who also accompanied .Mrs. llM- 
Donald s song, "Thomas Paine ", 
winch was listened to with in- 
tense interest. ller recitations 



I lni 



who ha 



heard her will believe. , "When 
i.unnda Sings, parts of "Kock 
of Ages ' and "Swing Low Sweet 
(Jhariot," which were given in 
lull tones, keyed to exactly suit 
the singers voices. "Angelina 
Johnson ' gave pleasant variety 
to the program by bringing in 
dancing. Air. Coil, whu was > •hair- 
man, lias had so much to do that 
1 had not the face to ask him for 
a speech. He read the last num- 
ber of The Crisis, lie is a good 
reader and showed, by appropri- 
ate emphasis his high apprecia- 
tion ot Fame's writings. At the 
close of the printed program he 
volunteered uu enthusiastic .speech 
for I'aine, and read some out of 
the first number of The Crisis, lie 



to 



ad 



where Fa 



stands Fa 
expli ' 



vali/ 



insrepre- 

scntcd so often. All rreethmk- 
era should be grateful to Air. Coil 
lot hii work for Paine. It has 
been so very efficient partly be- 
cause of personal popularity, and 
partly because of the prestige his 
profu sion gives. 

,.Mr. Follette, too, has earned 
our gratitude. Being Prosecut- 
ing Attorney and County Hum- 
ane « Mticcr, he is a very busy man 



get 1 
■ Fail 



idoiY 



stitution only by changing places 
on the program, and hurrying 
away to an otlieial meeting in the 
midst of liC. Coil's reading. At 
our centennial, he eulogized 
I'aine for his humanity. 

The first time I have been on a 
program was in honor of Mr. 
Toomey. It was a privilege for 
rue to know him well enough to 
say something in his praise at the 
kind of a meeting that would 
meet his approval st) entirely. 

The annua] Paine day for the 
newsboys and messengers came 
on Feb. 4th. when all went to Pin- 
afore. The Opera was well done, 
tin- ringing beautiful, and the 
dancing between the acts charm- 
ed every one. The presents are 
en on Jan. "2'J. This 
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1910. 



and the 
h oalendara below. 
HELEN M. LUCAS. 



Paine Banquet in the City of 
Brotherly Love. 

Jk PHILADKLPIIIA. Penn. —The 
Thomas I'aine Banquel was the 

flfecond held in the city of his lit- 
erary birth, and couimemmorated 

;:|he 100th birthday year of Ahra- 

wii Lincoln, a student and ad- 



Faine a 
it into lite 
ana otuer 
losopny, Sci- 
ence, statesmanship, poetry and 
music. 

At our last banquet we had 8o 
present; tins year ±zo covers were 
spreau, anu as raine was a very 
religious man, and to be prepared 
against tne arrival of an ex-i'res- 
laent Irom Atrica, tbree clergy- 
men were present to give tUe al- 
iair a sanctimonious appearance, 
ine itev. i>r. frank, an episcopa- 
lian clergyman, delivered a beue- 
uiction at tne close. A few min- 
utes later tne Sun day was usher- 
ed into existence, the program 
was publisbed in the iilaoe ot last 
week, and though it was long, 
we commenced early and had a 
very enjoyable evening. There is 
a constant and increasing interest 
m Tnomas I'aine, as is seen by 
tne young persons present, and 
the increasing demand for Paine 
literature. 

1 enclose for review by Dr. Wil- 
son or Airs. Henry, the latest 
pamphlets issued by the Combin- 

memoers will receive by sending 
their names to the Secretary, and 
others by sending 2j cents can 
have them mailed to them. They 
win give ihe Blade readers a trip 
to the beautiful city of New Bo 
chelle, Nl i ., where Paine was 
uuried a century ago. The illus- 
trations are tine half-tones of the 
dedication ceremonies, portraits 
and autographs of M. D. Conway, 
Wilson .uacDonald, the sculptor, 
Mayor Clarke, Dr Foote, Capt. 
Uoyd of New Kochelle, T. " 
VNakeman, Mr. Schroeder, the 
clergyman who delivered the ben- 
ediction. The monument, with 
r ra Libert Hubbard speaking, 
and last, t he compiler of the 
pamphlej.. As we have but 
limited number, we will furnish 
the literary trip to the farm of 
Paine, which was once the prop- 
erty of a Tory, that was forfeited 
and given by the State of New 
V ork to Thomas Paine for his pa- 
triotic services. Excursion rates 
are 2o cents, about 800 miles 
from the Blade office. Very truly. 
JAMES B. ELLIOTT, 
Sec., 3515 Wallace St. 
Enclosed please find $1.00 to 
help keep the Blade sharp. 



Sent a Thrill Through Him. 

ABILENE, TEX.— Your Blu 
Crass Blade surprised me in i 
old familiar garment. It sent 
thrill through my whole systen 
so just send it along. 1 ai 
yours truly— 1L LILIL'S. 
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Doubling Up for Missions. 

ST. LOUIS. -Dear Old Blade: 
I promised to read the news and 
send you some comments occa- 

husy, — and you know what be- 
comes nl "good intentions." 

The most interesting thing that 
1 have seen lately is the plan of 

Mm Proteetanta to take $140,000 

this year out of St. Louis, instead 
of +t)(). ti!)7, and spend it on For- 
eign .Missions, thus more than 
doubling their donation of last 

year. This meana that there will 

be nunc hungry mouths in St. 
Louis in 1910 than in 1909,— it 
means that workers must do with- 
out some of their luxuries ('/), 
that wu will get along with fewer 
city improvement!) for you can 

rest assured that the rich of this 
oity are not going to cut down on 
any of their luxuries. They are 
going to cut business expenses. 
Or perhaps turn in less taxes. 

However, this Laymen's Mis- 
sionary Convention is not going 

to stop at st. Louis— not perma- 
nently, but just long enough to 
rake 1140,00, more or less— then 
they will push on furt her to other 
cities with hungry poor, until 
they have secured from this Uni- 
ted s.'ates #40,000,000, to be used 
to befuddle the brains of the poor 
Catholics and Socialists of Rus- 
sia. Italy. Mexico and Latin 
America. They say this fund is 

to be used i BgtiM heathen and 

pagan people, but, as you know, 
the countries abjve named are 



largely Catholic. 

What' does all this mean? Are 
they forming a trust to fight the 
Catholics, or are the heathens 
really increasing so rapidly as to 
attract attention. I think it is 
the former. I think that the 
Catholics are making more money 
out of their graft than the Prot- 
estant churches, and the latter 
are combining for a last fight, in 
their desperation. 

Is it not about time that Infi- 
dels should awake and loosen up 
their purse strings? Can you 
find a city in the United States 
with ten Intidels who will give 
11,000 each in 1910, and pledge 
themselves to secure 30 other 
men to do likewise, to raise a 
fund to drive Christian power out 
of Russia, Italy, Mexico and Lat- 
in America? If we had such a 
fund we could civilize the above 
named nations and leave them 
without a beggar or a jobless 
man. Ten business men of this 
city have pledged themselves to 
give each $1,000 in 1910, and 
each man has pledged himself to 
find three other men to do like- 
wise. 

Hut does not this all mean that 
the church realizes that it is lo*> | 
ing power? Prof. H. T. Sutton 
says that "One church takes an 
hour to raise $60 for foreign mis- 
sions, but raises $b00 for a soloist 
in five minutes." Does this not 
prove that the people want "so- 
loists" and don't want "foreign 
missions. " Does it not prove that 
ifter all we are becoming civiliz- 
ed and when we see the shivering 
and hungry at our doors, we 
think best to spend our monew at 
home? Is it not a shame that 
these Catholic countries referred 
to, who are now Buffering from 
too much religion— compulsory 
religion must yet have more re- 
ligion crammed down them, when 
what they really need is a full 
day's pay for a full day's work 
and the privilege to spend it as 
they please? 

Wake up, ye Rap Van Winkles, 
wake up, and with the object les- 
son of your opponents before you, 
spend your money NOW to fur- 
ther the cause of Freedom and 
Justice — spread Light and Wis- 
dom—and don't leave your dol- 
lars piled up for some Christian 
relative to turn over to the 
Church after you have crossed 
over Too will have enough to 
worry over "in the lower region" 
to which you have been consigned 
without swearing over the way 
.John and Mary are spending your 
money 

Hest wishes to you and yours. 
Mend Hughes, and if you want 
to use any of this in The Blade, 
do so, if not toss it out .lust 
wanted to let you know we are re- 
Ugioua over here. 

ELIZABETH WILEY. 
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in my calendar. I like the new- 
dress of the Blade better than 
the old, and the tone and con- 
tents of each number is au inspir- 
ation that I greatly appreciate, 
living as I do in a strenuous God- 
ly commiuiity, ana not one 
Thinker in sight or within miles 
of me ; and to vary the monotony 
of nothingness, 1 attended a Meth- 
odist protracted effort, made to 
increase the number of the lambs 
and line them up for shearing. 
The sky-pilot, an ol 1-timer, gave 
them hell in heavy jolts, modify- 
ing or shifting some responsibili- 
ty by declaring "These are Qod'i 
words, not mine." There are 
ray-heads 



ieuds 



oil that the S.-P. 



i to hav 



said 

that if Bowman started, they 
would follow. The S>.-1*. asked 
me it 1 could not make a move to 
help them start the ball; said that 
If 1 would even rise for the pray- 
ers of the church it would be so 
much help. I told them they 
could pray for me if they eared 
to. but I would pray to my hat 
and get as much results as they 
would by praying to the God of 
Mosrs. They said I was a cow- 
ard, afraid to join the praying 
circle. One old siiuier, a very ig- 
in poor health, 



If you want to be of ser- 
vice to the cause you es- 
pouse, and at the same 
time help some of your 
friends, you can have The 
Blade sent to ten of them 
one year for Five Dollars 



afraid t 



1 hi: 



ed l 



Likes the New Blade. 

FRANKLIN, PENN. Brother 
Hughes: I have been aware for 
some time of my position in the 
i D. L. Class, but trusting in your 
forbearance. lonir-sutierin^ and 
mercifulness in deserved wrath, 
have left, settlement of your due 
until all other acts were aq Hash- 
ed. Now this is the last L O. U. 



if 1 would go with him to the 
bench if he came to church. I told 
him 1 would. So I went, aud 
four off five old Rebels, some of 
them hack-sliders, lined up. Then 
there was a hullabaloo. They told 
in •' how to pffay and what to pray 
for. They had visions of scalps to 
their belts and stars in their 
crowns; some were gloriously 
blest, and the house rang with 
shou inga and hallelujahs, and 
they told of the goodness of God. 
waahing all their sins away, and 

Brother Mowman must tell what 
(Continued ou I'age 4.) 
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God had done for hiiu. 1 told 
theiu, 1 was not seeking religion 
or salvation, but n their God 
would bear ibeir prayers and re- 
veal himself to me iu any way 
according to their declaration and 
his will, l would acknowledge him 
before all men; but it made little 
dittereuce to me whether they 
prayed for salvation or damna- 
tion. The latter might be the moat 
tittiug and the easiest to comply 
with and show forth more fully 
bis power aud goodness. Then 
they told me how sorry l*d be 
when 1 cauie to die. I told them 
how glad I'd be to die three or 
tour times to please them and 
gratify the vengeance of their 
Lord. If this had ben a century 
tury ago, I would have been cold 
ashe., before midnight. 1 am past 
70, and have lived for years with- 
out any fear of God or Hell, and 
no hope of salvation through 
Christ aud no desire for a place 
in the heaven of the Unknown 
God. With best wishes for your 
success in the cause of truth, I 
am as ever, yours for right. En- 
closed lind $1 to apply on acct. — 
J. W. BOWMAN. 

Glad to See Old Blade Again. 

BRUNSWICK, MAINE.— Mr. 
James E. Hughes: 1 am very glad 
to see the old Blade back again in 
the old form, with Bro. Moore's 
familiar face in the Northwest 
corner. I lost heart when you 
dropped the old form, but seeing 
it again brings back the old 
times when Charley used to put 
on his war paint and kick over 
the bee-gums, and whoop her up 
for scalps, and he used to get 'em. 
Most Freetliought papers are too 
easy on those fellows of the cloth. 
They don't let up on us fellows 
whenever they get the chance, 
and I hope you will hand it to 
them hot and fast as you used to. 
Once when I tried to get some 
subscribers for it, an old woman 
said her cow gave bloody milk 
for three weeks after she read it. 
and another one said that reading 
such a paper it was no wonder I 
went blind. Well, I can see again, 
and I will continue to risk it if 
you will keep her a coming. En- 
closed please find $1. Hoping you 
will have success I am yours, etc. 
WM. L. HAM. 



ill unc time the Blade was going 
to wind up, but now I think dif- 
ferent, and hope it will continue 
iu the good work, and will be able 
to testify every week at the meet- 
ing it and I will have, for when 
I used to belong to the M. E. 
church we were asked to give in 
our experiences, or testimony, at 
every Thursday night meeting. 
Now 1 have quit that, and am 
reading all the Freethought pa- 
pers I can get, which is four, and 
Would take more of them if 1 was 
able. In reading them I don't 
hear the same hum-drum story 
every week of my life, like the 
class meeting was but something 
different every week — something 
I can learn that is new and inter- 
esting. Now Mr. Hughes it is 
Hp to you whether you will send 
me the Blade and 1 will remit as 
quickly as finances will admit. 
With best wishes for success to 
the Blade I am truly yours.— A. 
It. 8TONEMAN. 



Enjoys the Blade. 

MARCO, FLORIDA.— Mr. Jas. 
E. Hughes, Kiud Sir: Enclosed 
find $5.1X1, as I am due you 
my subscription to the Blue Grass 
Blade for a year or more. Let me 
know when this is out, as 1 enjoy 
your paper very much, having 
always been a Freethinker myself. 
Yours truiy.-W. D. COLLIER. 



From Old Bro. Coffin. 



sriGNGFIELD, O.-Mr. Jas. 
K. Hughes. Dear Sir: Enclosed 
find one dollar in payment for my 
•Ubseriptioi] to the Blade for one 
year. I admire the change you 
have made in your paper. It 
makes me feel good, and recalls 
old times to see the picture of my 
old friend, Chas. C. Moore, at the 
head of your paper as it was orig- 
inally designed by that noble- 
hearted grand old man. ~ 
fully yours. — E. G. COFFIN. 



Go On With Your Nob/e Work 

MADILL, OKLA.— Dear Sir: I 
am sending you herewith a short 
article for the Blade, which you 
may publish if you deem it ^ 
thy of the space. 1 am preparing 
an article for the Blade, "The 
Bible- What Is It?" which I will 
submit for publication pretty 
soon, if you can use it. May the 
grand old Blade go on with 
noble work! Yours in Free- 
thought. -C. E. JOHNSON. 



You. 



Paper Will Still Come To 

QfUASQUBTOWNi IOWA.— J. 
E Hughes, Dear Sir: My time I 
see has expired on the Blade, and 
just at the present time I am not 
financially fixed to renew, but 
1 do not want the paper to stop 
coming, for 1 would almost as 
soon think of going without my 
regular meals as to think of miss- 
ing the weekly issues of the 
Blade. Now, the reason I am fi- 
nancially embarassed is that my 
berry crop was almost an entire 
failure last season. 1 have al- 
most four acres in small fruits, 
and put in nearly, if not all, my 
time attending to them, and ex- 
pect to make ■ living for wife 
and I off of that four acres, but 
the last season was terribly dry 
here just when the berries needed 
plenty of rain. We had 65 days 
of dry weather. That put my 
berry crop on the dry side and I 
came out financially behind. So 
you see, Bro. Hughes, where I am. 
But if nature does what is right 
this wagon, I will be able to make 
ends meet, so that I can pay up 
for the paper, provided you con- 
tinue to send it to me. I thought 



Old Friend Heard From. 



MARIETTA, OHIO.— My dear 
Friend Hughes: As it has been 
si niie time since you have heard 
from me. 1 thought I would drop 
you a line or so to inform you 
that I have not forgotten you al- 
together, or the cause for which 
you are struggling. By the opera- 
tion that has taken place in the 
Blade, it will not hurt her to the 
extent of her demise! for as you 
aptly say, she has weathered too 
many hard storms to be wrecked 
by a squall of these dimensions.) 
As far as wearing crepe for the 
death of the Blade is concerned, 
we don't intend to do so. And 
BO* to ■ little business. The list 
of names I sent to the Blade will 
have to be revised. I will pay 
_jt of my own pocket the two 
last names for the last year, from 
the fact they both told me to have 
the paper stopped at the end of 
the year, and as I did not do so I 
will* make the matter right; and 
I am going to send you a bunch 
of new names as soon as I can 
find time to do ■ little extra work. 

And by the way. it' the next is- 
sue m a "Peine Issue". I hope 
you will resurrect my poem 
him, which appeared in the if 
nf Jan. 26, 1908. Reprint it and 
credit me with it. As it appeared, 
there is no name signed or no tell- 
ing who wrote it. and I think this 
is due me, and 1 hope you will 
straighten this matter out. Will 
write you again soon, and remit 
what is due you from a financial 
standpoint..' So wishing you and 
the Blade the greatest success. I 
am your friend — WM. IT. COX. 



Man's Origin and Destiny 



By Dr. A. I 

Thll i- the Qmt«4 Book of.niodern tim.s on the theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

It trill shortly be issued in book form by the Blue Gras. Blade, making a book of nearly 500 pages. The author has 
dedicated it to Prof. Ernst Haeckel, and tl i great Jena philosopher bus accepter! the dedication. 



$2.00 



Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All charges of postage will be prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 

The first chapters are now in the press and publication in book form will Immediately 
follow its serial publication in the blade columns. 



$ Su ascribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 



And now to Editor and subscrib- 
ers too, 

I must bid yon i fond adieu; 
Mav happiness, prosperity and 

love 

Descend upon you, "like a dove." 
MeCo.melsville, 0. 

THE GREATEST WONDER OF 



NO-NOT DEAD. 

(My J. H. Whitaker.) 

They said the Blade was dying, 
I knew somebody was lying. 
It is now out in its old clothes,— 
And may live forevermore,— who 
knows t 

Some people would like for it to 
die. 

But 1 assure you it is not I ; 
It had a small financial chill 
And really was a little ill. 

But now its health is very good, 
Kor it has had the best of food, 
And again it does appear, 
In many a home, far and near. 



i fot 



and 



briirht, 

Its FVeethoognt principles are 

just riirht : 
It. will enlighten and amuse 
For it is edited by .Mr. Hughes. 

f let us help this gentle-man, 
And do our part whene'er we can. 
If it's only ihe "widow's mite," 
Send it,— 'twill he all right. 



(By A. Lutterman.) 

The greatest wonder of the 
world is that people, otherwise 
intelligent, confess that a dead 
Jew can take away all their sins 
and transgressions if they only 
believe that the Jew was born of 
a Holy Ghost. 

hast week 1 noticed an illustra- 
tion in the M. E. Church by a 
magic lantern show, that a moral 
man could not enter into heaven 
unless he plunged himself into 
the blood of Jesus. The illustra- 
tion was that of a man walking 
out on the moral plank extending 
about sixteen feet from the shore 
over the great lake tilled with the 
blood of Jesus, and he could see 
the New Jerusalem beyond in all 
its splendor, but his plank would 
not reach across. All his good 
works wotdd not buy him a title 
in heaven. 

Hut as I looked upon that great 
sea, I saw a multitude of men and 
women who had committed 
crimes of all shades, — thieves, 
murderers, liars, rascals and 
rognea, who were all hurrying 
that great city, where they were 
lieing admitted as qualified citi- 
■ana And as I looked upon that 
picture I thought to myself: This 
is a true illustration of modern 
Christianity, ;md it but served t 
strengthen my belief that a Chm 
tian cannot be a moral man. 



True speech aud press will not be 
known 

When (iod and trust are on the 
throne; 

The last farewell the trust will 
say, 

In God we trust, thou hast thy 
way. 



LYING ABOUT INGERSOLL 



I By George MacDonald.) 
Last June it came to our notice 
that David Eugene Olson, an 
evangelist, had repeated from the 
pulpit, and published in the re- 
ligious press. East and West, the 
affidavit of one Archie E. Berry, 
of St. John's, Oregon, that his 
fatl 



.the 



of Mrs 



bat 



THE TRUST OF THE PRESENT 
TIME. 



(By A. Lutti 
In (iod We Trust," our Dollar 

says, 

But DO, we trust just what it pays, 
And he who has no ready cash 
Will find his trust to be but trash. 
Your house and home is to be 
sold, 

Win n trust demands his trust in 
gold. 

In Cod We Trust." the parson 
says. 



But still it's true they want their 
or glittering 



pay 
In dollars or 
gold, 

To buy their bread and save your 
soul. 

They preaeh for pay, and trust in 

And not in Cod,— no, that won' 
do. 

"In God We Trust." and in our 
guns 

We trust iii warships of a thous- 
and tons; 
We trust in armies and enlarge 

them still 
To nurse nur trusts but not to 
kill: 

All this we do with willing hands 
To spread the truth in other 



"In God We Trust." we still ohey 
When trust will tell us what to 



and received the dying confession 
and recantation of Colonel Inger- 
soll in the presence of his daugh- 
ter. Maud It. Ingersoll. Berry 
also affirmed that Mrs. Ingersoll 
was a strict Baptist, and that Col. 
Ingersoll advised his daughter to 
live the life of her mother. 

Every statement in the affidav- 
it was untrue. No one named 
Berry was near Col. Ingersoll at 
the time of his death. Mrs. Inger- 
loll '■ maiden name being Parker, 
she had no brother named Berry; 
she was not, and is not, a Baptist, 
nor did Miss Ingersoll receive 
any such advice from her father. 
Colonel Ingersoll did not "con- 
fess" or "recant," and to have 
advised his daughter to live the 
life of her mother would have 
been to recommend that she 
should live that of himself, since 
their lives were the same. Mrs 
Ing. rsoll being, like her husband, 
a Freethinker. 

The imposition was exposed in 
the Truthseeker of June 19, and 
that the facts reached Evangelist 
Olson there can be no doubt. 
Nevertheless, while conducting 
re viva! services in Silverton, Or- 
egon, during the present month, 
BrangeUat OiaOO repeated the 
falsehoods of the affidavit, and 
when local Freethinkers chal- 
lenged its truth he brought the 
affiant to Silverton, placed him 
in tin pulpit, and had him reiter- 
ate the statement that he is a 
nephew of Mrs. Ingersoll and 
that Miss Maud Tngersoll was 
present when her father made 
his "confession" to Joehiel Ber- 
ry. 

The Freethinkers next came 
nut with a four-page publication, 
called the Agnostic issued as a 
mpplement to the Silverton 
Leader, in which our article of 
June 19. entitled "Lying Extra- 
ordinary." is given in full, with 
other matter appropriate to the 
issue. The lender announces 
that Kvangelist Olson has pur| 
chased a page in which to reply. 



wilfully, cruelly, 
and maliciously lies. 

Sincerely vours, 
MA' "I) H. INGERSOLL. 
New York, Dec. 8, 1909." 
My Dear Mr. MacDonald,— 
I wish to deny most emphatic- 
ally that 1 ever had a brother by 
the name of Berry, or that Arch- 
ie Berry is my nephew. My fa- 
ther's name was Parker, my mo- 
ther's name was Lyon, and I have 
no knowledge of any one by the 
name of Berry in any branch of 
either family. I will give the 
Rev. David Olson one thousand 
dollars if he proves that Arohie 
Berry is my nephew, and one 
thousand dollars more if he 
proves that he or his father, or 
anyone else, heard my husband 
recant on his death-bed, or at any 
other time. The whole recanta- 
tion story is a monstrous lie. Last 
June I exposed the Rev. David 
Olson, and I wish to declare that 
every time he tells his story he 
knows himself to be a malicious 
Falsifier. He and his tool, Berry, 
should be shunned by every rep- 
utable person. 

EVA A. INGERSOLL." 
New York, Dec. 8, 1909." 

Here is an inducement for Ev- 
angelist Olson and the fellow 
Berry to furnish the proof that 
they are not conscientious liars. 
If Berry is a nephew of Mrs. In- 
gersoll the fact can be easily sub- 
stantiated. If Mrs. Ingersoll 's 
name was Berry, that also is sus- 
ceptible of proof. If Joehiel Ber- 
ry was present at Ingersoll's "dy- 
ing bed." as the affidavit states, 
Somebody must have seen him, 
and yet three persons have sol- 
emnly affirmed before a notary 
that Colonel Ingersoll died sitting 
in a chair: that only members of 
the family were there — these be- 
ing Eva A. Ingersoll, Sue Shark- 
ey, and Sue M. Farrell — and we 
understand that Miss Maud In- 
gersoll was absent; that Colonel 
is lb pendent upon collections and 
contributions. Here is an oppor- 
tunity for him to save himself 
the trouble of passing the hat for 
I few months. When the Editor 
of the Truf hseoker compiled and 
published ' Ingersoll As He Is," 
he exhorted the readers, when 
they heard a preacher accuse In- 
gersoll of anything discreditable, 
to at once challenge the state- 
ment and offer to wager one hun- 
dred dollars that t-he accusation 
could not be proved. The Editor 
promised to cover the preacher's 
money. This promise is still good. 
Mr. Merry and the Rev. Olson 
san have one hundred dollars 
from the Truthseeker on each of 
the propositions concerning Col. 
Ingersoll contained in the affida- 
vit of Berry that they will show 
to be true. 

Friends Colonel Ingersoll have 



A subscriber in Silverton ap- J spoken in accents of despair 
plied to the Truthseeker for a re- ; about the proapoet and possibil- 
f the denial, and we ity of ever persuading the preach- 



the work of Freethinkers, a part 
of the task which includes show- 
ing that the whole system is fab- 
ulous and fraudulent, from its 
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and thence onv 
miracles and le< 
dentials, and falsified history. 

There have been Berrys and 
Olsons in every generation, some 
of them accounted inspired, and 
each has made his contribution 
to Christian mythology. Those 
of our day are, after all, perhaps, 
performing tin unintended service 
for truth. We know that they 
are unreliable; we prove them to 
be untruthful ; we expose them 
in their has eprevarications. their 
absolute and unfounded fictions; 
and when we have done this we 
are justified in asking why we 
should place any trust in their 
spiritual and religious predeces- 
sors when the evangelists of our 
own day are such unmitigated 
liars. Since we must suffer these 
aflletiona, we should turn them 
to profit as far as we can, learn- 
ing from them the lesson that the 
champions of religion tell what 
they wish were true, though it 
be the exact opposite of the 
truth; and that they have done 
so from the beginning and will 
do so to the end — The New York 
Truthseeker. 

PATERNALISM 

(Gontinued from Page 1.) 
slack, mild, medium, paternal and 
severe, and so far as giving any 
degree of justice, peace, or happi- 
ness to the majority is concerned, 
each and all have proved signal 
failures. The problem of a gov- 
ernment which shall extend these 
gs to the majority is yet be- 



>rld. 



The horrors of paternalism 
have been thoroughly tried, and 
We ought to recognize that we 
have nothing to hope for in that 
direction. To tax all, to build 
houses for all, would be a most 
unnecessary undertaking, as well 
as an extravagant and unsatis- 
factory one. 

There is a tendency on the part 
of all new parties to attempt too 
much, and drift into paternalism. 
Government ownership of mines, 
quarries, oil wells, forests and 
water-power, sufficient to insure 
against famine, and of two or 
three trans-continental lines of 
transportation and communica- 
tion, would go far toward pre- 
venting the concentration of 
wealth, that is proving so disas- 
trous to general welfare. By a 
majority vote the Socialist Par- 
ty, it has been decided noi to in- 
clude all lands in the public do- 
But nothing can eradicate 
wage slavery so quickly as the 
lowering Of the rate of interest to 
•2 per cent, fixing the salaries of 
" >ublie officials so that they 



id to be able to forward 



following: 

ly Dear Mr. MacDonald,— 

most emphatically deny that 
. Archie E. Berry, or his fath- 
hcard my father recant in my 
•senee or in the presence 
any other person. 

Neither Mr. Berry nor his fath- 
er is known to me or to any mem- 
ber of my family. 

My father never recanted to 
any one, and any person who says 
that he did or abets him in such 



Dd other Christ 
promulgating the volume of 
falsehoods they have invented 
about or adapted to the great Ag- 
nostic. Some are so trusting as 
to suppose that if these evange- 
lists once lea,-,, the falsity of their 
f stories, and if the public is made 
acquainte d with the truth, the ly- 
ing will cease. We indulge in 
no such bright anticipations. The 
fabrications are an essential part 
of the body of the Christian faith, 
and ai true as the rest of it. Re- 
futing them is only a detail of 
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average worker, and exempting 
all actual homes from taxation. 
There is no necessity for child 
labor laws, compulsory insurance 
laws, old age pensions, a gradua- 
ted income tax, or an inheritance 

as to put their children in sweat 
shops unless compelled to. When 
every one is paid what he really 
earns, he will save a competency 
for old age; and the world has 
tried out taxation, and has noth- 
ing to hope from it. 

JULIA C. COON. 



